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Abstract:
There are innumerable narratives in different regions of India that are
only orally spoken, sung, and performed without using written texts.
These oral narratives range from intricate epic tales, to heroic ballads,
historical legends, folk-tales and much more. Some narratives, such as
oral epics, are as long and as complex as the Ramayana and
Mahabharata. Others such as folk-tales are short and pithy. What are
some of the stories told here? Why are they told? By whom? For whom?
One thing is certain: to fully comprehend the richness of Indian culture it
is necessary to understand oral narratives and what they tell us about the
communities in which they are situated. In this talk the speaker will
present examples of oral narratives, specially from his own field research
conducted in Rajasthan and Uttarakhand.
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